Introduced by Council Member Yarborough: 

RESOLUTION 2012-362
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND CONGRATULATING ARLINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 50TH ANNIVERSARY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, in the fall of 1961 Arlington Middle School opened its doors as Arlington Junior High School, welcoming 7th grade students from local elementary schools and 8th grade students from Terry Parker High School; and


WHEREAS, the 1,400 students in the first year student body voted for Vikings as the school’s mascot and their original mascot was “Vic”, a statuette that resided in the principal’s office; and


WHEREAS, from its humble beginnings, Arlington Middle School has become a landmark in the Arlington community and a place where citizenship and productivity are nurtured and developed; and 


WHEREAS, throughout its history the school has existed in a rapidly changing neighborhood, as a result of which the Terry Parker High School 9th grade moved to Arlington Junior High in the mid-1960s due to overcrowding at the high school and the Junior High’s 7th grade moved temporarily to St. Paul’s Methodist Church; eventually the school district adopted its current structure in the 1990s, 6th graders were assimilated into junior high school, and Arlington Junior High became Arlington Middle School; and


WHEREAS, since its opening in 1961, Arlington Middle School has had 11 principals, more than 1,200 teachers, and has educated more than 25,000 students while producing over 10 district champions in sports and numerous outstanding performances in band, chorus, math, science, Brain Brawl, Scholar Bowl and Invention Convention, including an outstanding class in 1966 that took more science awards than any other middle school in the southeast; and

WHEREAS, Arlington Middle School is poised to meet the challenges of the 21st Century, reflecting back on a proud past while looking confidently to the future, building on a legacy of consistency and achievement; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and congratulates the students, parents, faculty, staff and administration of Arlington Middle School on the occasion of the school’s 50th anniversary, and extends its best wishes for many more decades of continued academic, athletic and extra-curricular successes.  

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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